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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
applicant's representative, Mr. Robert W. Becker, on December 19, 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 38, line 8, "and said radially outer edges" has been changed to -merge with said radially 
outer edges and said edges—; 

Claim 48, line 13, "edges." has been changed to -edges, to obtain a nearly elliptical contour of 
the cutting blade.—. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the claims define a 
cutting blade having a main body with a central fastening opening and blade sections extending 
radially from the main body, wherein the blade sections have radially inner cutting edges that 
merge with radially outer cutting edge in a double trapezoidal tapering shape, wherein the angle 
between a longitudinal axis and a radially outer edge is twice as large as an angle between the 
longitudinal axis and the radially inner cutting edges, to obtain a nearly elliptical contour of the 
cutting blade. 
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Corcoran (2,788,038) teaches a cutting blade having a main body with a central fastening 
opening and blade section extending radially from the main body, wherein the blade section have 
radially inner cutting edges that merge with radially outer cutting edges in a double trapezoidal 
tapering shape, but does not teach the angle between a longitudinal axis and a radially outer edge 
is twice as large as an angle between the longitudinal axis and the radially inner cutting edges. 

Rasmussen et al (5,979,285) teaches a cutting blade having a main body with a central 
fastening opening and blade section extending radially from the main body, wherein the blade 
section have radially inner cutting edges that merge with radially outer cutting edges in a double 
trapezoidal tapering shape, and teaches the angle between a longitudinal axis and a radially outer 
edge is twice as large as an angle between the longitudinal axis and the radially inner cutting 
edges, but does not teach a nearly elliptical contour of the cutting blade. 

Hick (EP01 15545A1) teaches a cutting blade having a main body with a central fastening 
opening and blade section extending radially from the main body, wherein the blade section have 
radially inner cutting edges and radially outer cutting edges in a double trapezoidal tapering 
shape to obtain a nearly elliptical contour of the cutting blade, and teaches the angle between a 
longitudinal axis and a radially outer edge is twice as large as an angle between the longitudinal 
axis and the radially inner cutting edges, but does not teach that the radially inner cutting edges 
merge with the radially outer cutting edges. 

It would not have been obvious to combine the references with other prior art teachings 
in order to meet the claim limitations. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
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fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Isaac Hamilton whose telephone number is 571-272-4509. The 


examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday between 8am and 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Boyer D. Ashley can be reached on 571-272-4502. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 


Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http: //pair-direct .uspto. gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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KENNETH E. PETERSON 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 


